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at lorrner festivals. The portion of the sacrifice which had
previously been offered to heaven was now given to the
slave, who ate and drank it in the name and stead of heaven.
Henceforth he was well treated, kept for the festivals of
heaven, and employed to represent heaven and receive the
offerings in its name.1 Every Alfoor village of northern
Ceram has usually six priests, of whom the most intelligent
discharges the duties of high priest. This man is the most
powerful person in the village ; all the inhabitants, even the
regent, are subject to him and must do his bidding. The
common herd regard him as a higher being, a sort of demi-
god. He aims at surrounding himself with an atmosphere
of mystery, and for this purpose lives in great seclusion,
generally in the council-house of the village, where he con-
ceals himself from vulgar eyes behind a screen or partition.2
However, in this case the god seems to be in process of
incubation rather than full-fledged.
Divine              A peculiarly bloodthirsty monarch of Burma, by name
BunLTand Badonsachen, whose very countenance reflected the inbred
Slam, ferocity of his nature, and under whose reign more victims
perished by the executioner than by the common enemy,
conceived the notion that he was something more than
mortal, and that this high distinction had been granted him
as a reward for his numerous good works. Accordingly he
laid aside the title of king and aimed at making himself
a god. With this view, and in imitation of Buddha, who,
before being advanced to the rank of a divinity, had quitted
his royal palace and seraglio and retired from the world,
Badonsachen withdrew from his palace to an immense
pagoda, the largest in the empire, which he had been
engaged in constructing for many years. Here he held
conferences with the most learned monks, in which he
sought to persuade them that the five thousand years
assigned for the observance of the law of Buddha were now
elapsed, and that he himself was the god who was destined
to appear after that period, and to abolish the old law by
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